Broadband and Digital Opportunity in
South Carolina

South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff
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ORS Mission

= The South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) was created
with the enactment of Act 175 in 2004.

= The Office of Regulatory Staff represents the public interest in utility
regulation by considering the concerns of the using and consuming
public with respect to public utility services, regardless of the class of
customer, and preservation of continued investment in and maintenance
of utility facilities so as to provide reliable and high- quality utility
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Investor-Owned Utility Regulators

= Electric & Natural Gas
= Water & Wastewater

= Transportation

= Telecommunications

= Safety Programs
= Pipeline
» Rail Safety
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Other ORS Services

= Consumer Services
= Equipment Distribution Program (EDP)
= Energy Policy

= Solar Leasing and Emerging Technologies
= Emergency Support Function 12 (ESF12)
= Broadband
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South Carolina Broadband Office

“Our vision is for all South Carolinians to have access to affordable,
reliable, highspeed internet, and to gain the necessary skills to
benefit from this technology.”

SC:)FE BO

SOUTH CAROLINA BROADBAND OFFICE

Broadbanc

\/

Adoption

—_— , —_— S— PALMETTO
NNEGT,EMPOMER: . (A Hecrne |




Broadband Outcomes

« Economic and workforce development
* Receiving employment updates, digital skills needed to perform jobs

» Education
* Online assignments, virtual school, online continuing education

* Health

 Telehealth appointments, access to online records

» Civic and social engagement
« Community engagement and message delivery

* Delivery of other essential services
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2020 2021
ACT 142 RURAL BROADBAND
About the SCBBO

$16,728,421 $30,000,000

v Office created July 2021

v 2021-22 Budget Proviso Ratified by SC BEAD

General Assembly Sections 73.6-73.7 INFRASTRUCTURE/
WORKFORCE

v Administering Broadband Deployment
Grants g ploy $551,535,083

v Established Broadband Advisory Council
(BBAC)

2021
PROVISO 73.6
(CARES ACT II)

$10,000,000

FUNDING
$1,013,264,404

Map/Model statewide broadband availability
annually

Evaluate grant applications, issue grant
awards 2023

Provide management and oversight of funded ARPA CAPITAL

v

v

v 2022
projects PROJECTS FUND

v

v

v

ARPA SLFRF

$214,234,345
Eligible Applicants are Internet Service $185,765,655
Providers (ISPs) 202

Financial match is required by the ISP BEAD PLANNING
Prioritize Fiber to the Premise (FTTP) $5,000,000

5
https://ors.sc.gov/broadband SC*BBO

SOUTH CAROLINA BROADBAND OFFICE

r PALMETTO
CARE
. CP!‘"!E‘ET!Q'E'.S.“I




SCBBO Resources

= SCBBO Investment Map

= This tool can be used to identify if
an address is in an area awarded
state grant funds for broadband
development

= Upon clicking a project area,
additional information on the project
IS available

= hitps://www.scdigitaldrive.org/pages

= /Stakeholders
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https://www.scdigitaldrive.org/pages/stakeholders
https://www.scdigitaldrive.org/pages/stakeholders
https://www.scdigitaldrive.org/pages/stakeholders

® SCBBO Investments
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https://www.scdigitaldrive.org/pages/stakeholders

con t ) fu"; o Rosman
A gl

SN N
{ A 4.4
_h'l A ’-,"5'-{'_ . -- ARPA SLFRF 1.0: WC Fiber, LLC
72 Oa Ny, g
;} . o T b
& 5 Prar Ry |

Project ID: WCF-19
Project Name: Shady Grove

é.m

ISP Funding: $322,372.80
Third Party Funding: 31,931 84351
Total Project Cost: 57,084, 223.99

7 AT L B Project Start Date: 12/31/2022 _
[ 128 3 Project End Date: 12/30/2024 T
= = PALR 3 Total Structures: 937
4 i - \{\ 3 ", | 5CBBO Grant Award: 54,830,007.68 % gT
| ayled

4] Mul.maln l:h:y "

R

a Greenviﬁ?deﬁ y

poaer Project WCFIBER submits thi 1 &)
o ject Summary: ER submits this B

T e Iy

¥ grent epplication for a fiber-to-the-home ﬂGr'eewll_le
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i Grove community of Pickens County . This \‘; i Five

project hes been idemified as en area thet is
| currently unserved. The project will benefit
913 locations by providing access 1o & 100%
fiber-based broadband service to each
service location in the proposed project area.
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The details provided include:
* The Grant Round
* The internet service
provider
* The projected end date

SCBBO plans to publish
location/address specific data,
currently waiting on NTIA to
review and approve the BEAD
Map Challenge Data
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@ SCBBO Investments SC Broadband Office
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F( communications  Broadband Funding Map
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= FCC Broadband Map o -

= SCBBO reports all project locations to FCC to be added to this map

= Addresses can be searched to determine if an address is funded to receive broadband and any
details on current internet availability

N
https://fundingmap.fcc.gov/home SC*BBO
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https://fundingmap.fcc.gov/home
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(Q)mapbox ® Maphox ® OpenStreetMap Improve this map X Buildout Complete @

After searching an address, information about approved funding and current

. Q)
availability is visible in a side bar SC*BBO
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FCC Address Corrections

 If an address seems to have incorrect information or doesn’t appear at all,
consumers can file a dispute through the FCC’s website

* Detailed instructions can be found at https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-
us/articles/10475216120475-How-to-Submit-a-Location-Challenge

* Reasons for challenging include
- Missing Location
- Misidentified Location
* Incorrect Information
- Incorrect Placement on the Map
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BroadbandUSA

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
National Telecommunications and B Act, or Bipartisan Infrastructure Law:

Information Administration: ) 465B investment into broadband
Responsible for administering $48.2B 8

from IJA into broadband

PN

* Broadband Equity Access and * Digital Equi?y Act
Deployment (BEAD) Program Programs

* Planning Grant
* Infrastructure deployment e Capacity Grant

* Competitive Grant
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BEAD Preparation

= Early Summer 2025

= SCBBO completed a BEAD Eligibility Clean-up phase to ensure location
accuracy prior to determining BEAD eligible locations.

= Locational remaining entering BEAD:
= 20,480 Residential
= 341 Community Anchor Institutes

* In June, NTIA released updated guidance for BEAD

= Main changes include adjusting eligibility to become more technology neutral
and reducing additional requirements for ISPs.

= Funding for allowable non-deployment purposes is under review and NTIA will
issue updated guidance in the future

= SCBBO restructured the program accordingly to prepare to open grant, you
can review the letter explaining the changes on our website
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BEAD Rollout

= July 2025

= July 7 — Application Submission Phase Opened
= July 24 — Application Submission Phase Closed

= July — September 2025

= Reviewing and gating applications

= September

= Early September — worked with NTIA to satisfy Specific Award
Conditions

= Late September — Preliminary curing with ISPs was completed and the
public comment period ended

= September 30 — Final Proposal was submitted to NTIA with
=~ provisionally selected ISPs identified and is available on our website *@
) SCiBBO
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BEAD Next Steps

= Currently, SCBBO is undergoing curing with NTIA on the Final
Proposal.

= While SCBBO does curing, we continue to work through finalizing curing with
the ISPs (Capital investment schedules, cyber security plans, supply chain
risk management, etc.)

= After approval from NTIA, ISPs become officially conditionally
accepted, SCBBO will work with ISPs to go through permitting
processes (NEPA, Historic Preservation Act, etc.)

= Anticipate Final Proposal approval by the Q4 2025/Q1 2026, then
will sign grant agreements with ISPs to begin work

= All structures must be serviceable within 4 years of a signed grant agreement,
but many providers are aiming to complete sooner
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For More Information:

= Visit our website: https://ors.sc.gov/broadband

* Look at the investment maps: https://www.scdigitaldrive.org

= Contact us with questions: broadband@ors.sc.gov
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